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For the first time since the Depression of the 1930' s, The Cleveland Museum of 
Art is faced with a deficit in its operating budget. Strong measures have already 
been undertaken to reduce expenses including budget cuts in most departments. 

And, as soon as an appropriate schedule can be worked out, certain galleries 
may be closed for half-days on a rotating basis. 


Sherman E. Lee, the Museum's director said in a statement prepared for release today: 


"Our financial situation doesn't differ from that of almost any other educational 
institution in the country. We all have the same disease -- some are running a 
higher fever than others. So we differ in degree, not kind. Nonetheless, there 
will be an operating deficit. I won't know exact figures until the annual report 
for this year is prepared, but we anticipate being in the red for 1971 in the 

order of $20,000 to $30,000. The 1972 budget, despite economies, projects a deficit 

A-i‘ a a- v .ic.i 1 . v_, v it': U <2 _Aa^<'Co 

at this time of more than $100, 00CL ' •, 
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"All departments in the Museum are making sacrifices so as to reduce the deficit 
as much as possible. In addition we are hoping to cut down a bit more by restricting 
some galleries to less than full-time use. Gallery restrictions were felt, after 
considering all other alternatives, to be the only way to maintain a high level of 
service to the community and to save money without a serious erosion of our whole , 


program. 


"Our problem arises from the anticipation in 1967, that the first decade of the 70* s 


would be characterised by serious economic problems. Thus, at the time, the trustees 
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felt that it was now or never for the new education wing. So we built it, 
knowing that if we waited for a few years, the construction costs would be 
prohibitive. In retrospect, we do have the building and the city has the great 
range of programs made possible by it. We also have as a by-product, the 
deficit which we are determined to overcome. In my judgement, the equation 
represents a net gain for the community. I can only hope that the community, 

be^fehe-^deg^jee^fehert we have increased our services." 
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